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One-pot synthesis of 1,4-disubstituted 1,2,3-triazoles from
terminal acetylenes and in situ generated azides
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Abstract—1,4-Disubstituted 1,2,3-triazoles were obtained by a high-yielding copper(I) catalyzed 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition reaction
between in situ generated azides and terminal acetylenes. This one-pot, two-step procedure tolerates most functional groups and
circumvents the problems associated with the isolation of potentially toxic and explosive organic azides.
� 2007 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
Multi-component reactions have received much atten-
tion lately, and have proven to be a very elegant and
rapid way to access highly functional molecules from
simple building blocks. Multi-component, one-pot
reactions generally afford good yields and are funda-
mentally different from two-component reactions in
several aspects.1 Over the past decade, several sequen-
tial multi-component reactions have been developed
into multi-component one-pot variants involving Passe-
rini-,2 Ugi-,3 and Mannich-type4 reactions. Moreover,
multi-component one-pot reactions result in fewer
operations by avoiding isolation, handling and chro-
matography. Hence, better yields are usually achieved.

The recently discovered copper(I) catalyzed azide-acetyl-
ene ligation reaction5 produces exclusively 1,4-disubsti-
tuted 1,2,3-triazoles.6 This reaction has recently received
considerable attention due to its regiospecificity, quanti-
tative yields and the capacity to tolerate a wide variety
of other functional groups. Despite its growing impact
in the field of bioconjugation and materials science,7

the application of this reaction is still hampered by the
apprehension of handling organic azides since hydrazoic
acid is toxic and potentially explosive.8

In connection with our efforts in developing one-pot cop-
per(I) catalyzed cycloaddition reactions,9 we discovered
that conversion of a-bromo ketones to the corresponding
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azides was facile at ambient temperature in aqueous
solutions. Herein, we report that the product azide from
reacting sodium azide with ethyl bromoacetate under
neutral conditions can be further transformed to 1,4-
disubstituted 1,2,3-triazoles in a one-pot procedure.

Mixing ethyl bromoacetate with one equivalent of
sodium azide in aqueous t-BuOH solution (H2O/t-BuOH
1:1, 0.25 M) produced the desired organic azide in quan-
titative yield with short reaction times at ambient tem-
perature. In the presence of one equivalent of phenyl
acetylene and 5 mol % CuSO4Æ5H2O and 10 mol %
sodium ascorbate, the in situ generated azide was con-
verted to the desired 1,4-disubstituted 1,2,3-triazole 1
in 91% yield. By applying this methodology to other
terminal acetylenes several 1,4-disubstituted 1,2,3-triaz-
oles were obtained in 80–94% yields (Scheme 1).10

The rich variety of terminal acetylenes employed dem-
onstrates the scope and functional group tolerance of
this protocol. LC–MS and 1H NMR analyses of the
crude reaction products confirmed the formation of a
single regioisomer,10 and the presence of N–H triazoles
in the reaction mixtures was never observed. In all cases,
the products were isolated either by simple filtration or
by aqueous workup. Trace amounts of copper in the
final product was removed by washing with 10% ammo-
nia buffer solution (pH = 8.5).

In summary, a one-pot procedure for the direct conver-
sion of a-halo esters to 1,4-disubstituted 1,2,3-triazoles
has been developed. These reactions were efficiently per-
formed in neutral aqueous solutions (pH = 7–8) at
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Scheme 1.
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ambient temperature. Molar equivalents of the halide,
sodium azide, and alkyne were employed in this mild
1,3-dipolar cycloaddition reaction. The method circum-
vents the problems encountered with the isolation of or-
ganic azides, and complements other recently published
methods for the preparation of 1,2,3-triazoles.11 The
operational simplicity of this method makes it attractive
for preparative applications as well as for the synthesis
of screening libraries for drug discovery.
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C.; Krasiński, A.; Fokin, Valery V.; Sharpless, K. B.
Synlett 2005, 2847–2850.


	One-pot synthesis of 1,4-disubstituted 1,2,3-triazoles from terminal acetylenes and in blank situ generated azides
	Acknowledgement
	References and notes


